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force us to retreat. They carry video cam-
eras and film their atrocities and broadcast 
them on the Internet. They e-mail images 
and video clips to Middle Eastern cable 
networks like Al Jazeera and instruct their 
followers to send the same material to 
American journalists, authors, and opinion 
leaders. They operate web sites where they 
post messages for their followers and read-
ers across the world. 

In one recent message, the Global Is-
lamic Media Front, a group that often posts 
Al Qaida propaganda on web sites, said 
their goal is to ‘‘carry out a media war 
that is parallel to the military war.’’ This 
is the same strategy the terrorists launched 
in Afghanistan following 9/11. In a letter 
to the Taliban leader Mullah Omar, Usama 
bin Laden wrote that Al Qaida intended 
to wage ‘‘a media campaign to create a 
wedge between the American people and 
their Government.’’ 

The terrorists are trying to divide Amer-
ica and break our will, and we must not 
allow them to succeed. So America will 
stand with the democratic Government of 
Iraq. We will help Prime Minister Maliki 
build a free nation that can govern itself, 
sustain itself, and defend itself. And we will 
help Iraq become a strong democracy that 
is a strong ally in the war on terror. 

There is one thing we will not do: We 
will not pull our troops off the battlefield 
before the mission is complete. There are 
some in Washington who argue that re-
treating from Iraq would make us safer. 
I disagree. Retreating from Iraq would 

allow the terrorists to gain a new safe haven 
from which to launch new attacks on Amer-
ica. Retreating from Iraq would dishonor 
the men and women who have given their 
lives in that country and mean their sac-
rifice has been in vain. And retreating from 
Iraq would embolden the terrorists and 
make our country, our friends, and our al-
lies more vulnerable to new attacks. 

The last few weeks have been rough for 
our troops in Iraq and for the Iraqi people. 
The fighting is difficult, but our Nation has 
seen difficult fights before. In World War 
II and the cold war, earlier generations of 
Americans sacrificed so that we can live 
in freedom. This generation will do its duty 
as well. We will defeat the terrorists every-
where they make their stand, and we will 
leave a more hopeful world for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:30 p.m. 
on October 20 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 21. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 20 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his address, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq; Maj. Gen. William B. 
Caldwell IV, USA, spokesman, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr 
October 20, 2006 

I send greetings to Muslims in the 
United States and around the world cele-
brating Eid al-Fitr. 

Islam is a great faith that has tran-
scended racial and ethnic divisions and 

brought hope and comfort to many people. 
Throughout Ramadan, Muslims have fasted 
to focus their minds on faith and to direct 
their hearts to charity. Eid al-Fitr marks 
the completion of this holy month with the 
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Festival of Breaking the Fast. During this 
joyous celebration, Muslims thank God for 
his guidance and blessings by gathering 
with family and friends, sharing traditional 
foods, and showing compassion to those in 
need. 

America is strengthened by the countless 
contributions of our Muslim citizens, and 
we value our ties with Muslim nations 
throughout the world. For people of all 
faiths, Eid al-Fitr is an opportunity to re-
flect on the values we share and the friend-

ships that bind all who trace their faith 
back to God’s call to Abraham. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a joyous Eid and for health, happiness, and 
prosperity in the year ahead. Eid Mubarak. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 23. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this message. 

Remarks at Urban Trust Bank 
October 23, 2006 

The President. I want to thank Bob 
Johnson and Dwight Bush for hosting this 
meeting here at the Urban Trust Bank. I 
also want to thank Tim and Tony and 
Kathy for joining us. These are local entre-
preneurs who are living the American 
Dream, which is, they’ve started their own 
businesses; they’re growing their own busi-
nesses; they are hoping to expand and hire 
more people. 

One of the great things about America 
is that somebody can start with nothing and 
end up with something when it comes to 
business. People can have a dream, and 
they can work hard to achieve that dream. 
And the role of government, it seems to 
me, is to make sure that the dreamers are 
rewarded for their hard work and their in-
genuity and success. And the best way to 
do that is to reduce taxes on people. The 
more money a entrepreneur has in his or 
her pocket, the more likely it is he or she 
will be able to expand that business, which 
will create jobs. 

Government has got to be careful about 
the regulations it passes. We’ve got to be 
careful about the number of lawsuits that 
threaten these young companies. Govern-
ment can do well at helping to team up 
with private corporations to enhance capital 

flows. But the strength of this economy 
depends upon the strength of the small- 
business sector. 

We’ve added a lot of jobs since August 
of 2003, 6.6 million new jobs. And that’s 
a result of small businesses growing and 
expanding. I was just talking to Tim. He’s 
got 30 employees. That’s up from zero 5 
years ago. It’s really enlightening and en-
couraging for me to talk to these hard- 
working people. 

One of the interesting things about our 
economy that’s also important is that as the 
economy has grown, the real wages for 
American workers has increased. Last year, 
it increased by 2.2 percent. That’s the larg-
est increase in recent years. And that’s im-
portant, because not only does it mean the 
small businesses are doing well, it means 
our working families are doing as well. 

And so I want to thank you, Bob, for 
letting me come by. Congratulations on the 
example you’ve set. 

Robert L. Johnson. My pleasure, sir. 
The President. Appreciate you very 

much. 
Mr. Johnson. Thank you, Mr. President. 
The President. Thank you. 
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